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1 This Parliament has seen Cash for questions, Cash for peerages, Cash for expenses. It debated the 
hunting ban for 700 hours and going to war in Iraq for 7 hours.  
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2 The question of the existence of God also arises here.  
3 Cf Berry’s Evening Thoughts, 2006, Sierra Club Books. His chapters on The Place of the Human 
and Earth as Sacred Community are most worthy of detained reflection.  
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4 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.” (Jn 14. 10-11) 
5 Micah 6.8 
6 The word means ‘unveiling’. 
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7 This last we did not explore in the course of the talk. 
8 We could add a third and fourth which are the depletion of commodities like oil and resources like 
water which will have a lasting impact on our civilisation and upon humanity in general. 
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9 The Tablet, 17 October 2009 
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10 The United Nations has designated the year 2010 as the Year of Bio-Diversity. Species are 
disappearing or are entering into the last stage of survival much faster than previously forecast. The 
disappearance of different species, e.g. the honeybee, will result in a fatal rupture in the chain of life. 
The year will call attention to another facet of the overall crisis of living on our planet 
11 The Tablet, 16 January 2010  



'������4��������������������%������0��������������� �����
������


������
��������������������������'��H������������� �	
������I�.���!�4����

��������������������
����(�,,,������������0�������� ����0���������������

-,,,����������0�!������0����������������%���������� ���������! +- �

�

�����������
������������
������������������������0� �����%�������
���

��
���������������������������������0������!������� 
��������

�����������������0�����
���������0�����������0����� ����������
�!�����

��0�%���������
����������������������������������0� ������0������������

@!<����-+,,!������������������������
�������������� �0�����
���������������

����������H�������������M���������

�����������I��� �%�����
%��
�����

L�������M�������������

��������������
����0������� �'���������3��

������������������! +@�

�

��������������
��������������������
���������%����� ���������1����

��
�����������������������%��!����������������
���� ������������������

����
��������������������������0�����������%�!����� �1������2
������8�����

?�%���F0���������%�G������������C��������0������;�! �I����������������

���������������!�#����0������

���0���������

����� ������%�����
���

N&�������������
�����C��������0�������������������� �1�������
����������1�

���
�����0���
��!�#���
����������������1����������� ����
����


������
���
�
��!�������
������������
��������1���� �������%�����������!�

�

#�����
��5����0�����������������
������������������ �����������������

9����3�����9�������3!�#�����
��	���1��������������� ��1�0���������

��������������������9���
���
�3!�#�����
��$�������� ����������1���

���
������0���������0������%�������������������9��� ��3!�?��
�����
��

�
��
����?;���������������������������������������� �����
��
�����������

���
�������������%������������0����%��������������� ��������
���
��


��%����!��������
��
�����������������������
�����! �����4��%���������

������
��%�����9
�����
�3�������������������������� �
��%������

9��������
�3���������)�
��������������������������� �����0�0���������

����������������������������!��%���0�����0��������� ��������������	���

���������������������
����
�����������������%������ ���%�����������0�����
�

	�������
��
����������������������
���������������� ����������
�����

                                                 
12 Foreign Policy, Sep/Oct 2009  
13 Le Monde Diplomatique in English, January 2010. 
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14 The novelist Jeanette Winterson wrote that the difference between humans and dinosaurs is that 
dinosaurs destroy everything in sight but do not call it Progress. 
15 Someone said that Afghanistan is the place where empires go to die. 
16 Spoken at Rambouillet, France(1997) 
17 John 10.10 
18 The MoD has confirmed their first use in October 2008. Three more are on order. 
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19 According to the Washington-based Brookings Institute, for every militant killed by a drone 10 
civilians also die.     
20 The term The Great Game (1813-1907) refers to the strategic rivalry between the British and Russian 
Empires for domination of central Asia. Afghanistan was to be a buffer zone for the defence of India, 
the “jewel in the crown”. Now the jewels are petroleum, natural gas and the pipelines which will carry 
them to all parts of Asia and Europe.   
21 These two elements are essential for the fabrication of all sorts of modern electronics, e.g. missile  
systems, cell phones, DVD players etc. Profits from the extraction of coltan in the Congo have financed 
the wars in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in which more than 4.5 million have died.  
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22 Peace was not the only gift Jesus left. In verses 19-23 the presence of Jesus provokes joy in the 
disciples. He breathes upon them the Holy Spirit and sends (missions) them to all the world.  
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23 Philippians 2.5 
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24 To speak of culture in this context is in effect to speak of what spirit is a people. It is to speak also of 
ultimate values, shared beliefs, identity, a sense of transcendence etc. The culture of Jesus was in crisis. 
Jesus pointed it out and died doing it. Forty years later Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed.   
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25 I do not take the secular to be the enemy of our Faith as Christians. The enemy is dualism. That 
dualism permits the harming of the body as long as the soul, supposedly, remains intact. Hence we 
have the sad history of slavery, of violence against women, of torture, of the sexual abuse of children 
by religious etc. The only thing not of God in the secular is sin. All else is sign, symbol, opportunity 
and grace. The same could be said of our Church.   
 
26 10For we are God's work of art, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.(Eph 2.10) 
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27 I write figuratively, of course. 
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