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St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, Lancaster LA1 4HT 
Tel/fax: 01524 383081 email: lfjc@talktalk.net 

For the world's poorest people  climate change 
means water change - changes in rainfall patterns, 
droughts and floods. 70% of the world's poor  
depend on small-scale farming. This water change 
puts livelihoods - and people's ability to grow the 
food they need - at risk.  

The UK has been a major contributor to climate change.  
Now it must help the people hardest hit.  

Please write to your MP  & the Secretary of State for the Department of  
Energy and Climate Change and urge the UK government to: 
· Prioritise the water sector on funding for climate change adaptation, 

with particular attention to small-scale farmers in developing countries 
· Advocate for a specific focus on water - due to its impact on the lives 

of the poor - at the UNFCCC negotiations at Copenhagen  

 

The UN Climate Talks in Copenhagen on 7-18th December 2009 could be 
our last chance to secure a global agreement to reduce emissions and build 
a zero carbon economy before our planet's climate system 
destabilizes irreversibly.  
The                      are organising a National Climate March in London on   
                            Saturday 5th December 2009, to demand that world  
leaders take the urgent action we need to prevent 
the catastrophic destabilisation of global climate.   
We plan to organize transport from Lancaster if 
you are interested please contact Margaret 
tel:01524383081 or email: lfjc@talktalk.net 
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Workshops include 
Consumer Addiction In the last few months with the global economic problems, 
we have had a glimpse – just a glimpse – of the fear that comes with financial  
insecurity.  We have been made to think about all our assumptions about our  
standard of living and the luxuries we have come to expect. Simon Stewart  
Chaplain St Mary’s College Blackpool  
Why Credit Unions and how credit unions make a difference to local people  
Fr Paul Hypher & volunteers  Morecambe Bay Credit Union. 
The credit crunch and community cohesion: Unemployment and reduced 
employment opportunities here in the UK have an impact on: 'the perception of 
outsiders' - immigrants & refugees  Joe Howson, Community Cohesion Education 
Worker, Global Link Development Ed Centre 
Sustainable Community Buildings: Learn how Faiths4Change can support you 
to make your faith owned buildings more sustainable. This workshop will discuss 
opportunities to reduce the running costs of your buildings through implementing 
environmental improvements. It will  focus on the role of faith communities to  
encourage local people to live more sustainably and to offer guidance to those 
most in need. Tom Fyson Project Worker Faiths4Change 
Conscience, Cash and the Credit Crunch! This workshop will look at how  
ethical investments have been affected by the credit crunch? Is it still possible to 
make a profit and maintain your principles, or are the so called ‘sin stocks’ the 
best safe haven in the current financial climate? In addition to trying to answer 
these questions the workshop will also provide some broader financial planning 
tips to help survive the financial downturn. Greg McCrave  Profit With Principle  
Labourers and Investors in a Global Vineyard Is the current economic  
situation an opportunity to think differently about investment, and about mutual 
approaches to tackling global poverty? Lila Watson, an Australian Aboriginal 
leader said: “If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you 
have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work   
together.” What might such mutual liberation look like in the context of the  
current financial situation? Patrick Hynes, Oikocredit   
How to respond to the ‘non-fatal heart attack’ that our economic system just 
suffered: If we see our world as ‘one body’ and our calling as one of love and 
care for all parts of that body then what response is being called from us right 
now? What response do we feel able to make and what would new ways of doing 
things mean for our shared future?  Geoff O’Donoghue CAFOD 
Turning With The Tide - Seizing The Kairos Moment! An opportunity to  
explore, reflect and share on our spiritual response to the current crisis/kairos  
moments of our lives and world. In particular, the workshop will invite us to see 
our current reality through the eyes of faith and to hear God's voice in the 'turning 
of the tide'.  Rose McCrave - Spiritual Director & Life Coach www.illumin.org.uk 
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Lancer Dioese  

Diocesan Racial Justice Mass 

 
 

Sunday 18th October at 3:00 pm   
 

 

St Ignatius Church St Ignatius Square Preston PR1 1TT  
 

“Who do you say that I am?’  
Mark 8:29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Presided by Fr Aidan Turner, Vicar General 
 

There will be refreshments after mass 
 

All Welcome  

The  Changing Face of  Britain & Ireland 

Government slashes support to asylum seekers awaiting a decision 
The government has announced that it is cutting its cash support to destitute  
asylum seekers waiting for a decision. Currently, single asylum seekers over the 
age of 25 receive £42.16 a week, which is 70% less than a single person over the 
age of 25 who is resident in the UK. The government is planning to reduce this to 
£35.15 per week from October, leaving asylum seekers with only £5 per day to 
live on. 
Donna Covey, Chief Executive of the Refugee Council said: 
“These changes mean asylum seekers will receive a little over half of what the 
government says is the minimum people need to live on… Surely a more practical 
solution would be to allow those that can to work, and contribute to the growth of 
our economy, rather than penalising the poorest and most vulnerable?” 
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Pray with the Pope that public opinion address the issue of  
displaced people and refugees, to find solutions to their often 

tragic conditions 

Dear God, today we stand to pray not just for ourselves, but for the world and 
its communities. 
-  We pray for those caught up in wars and gang violence, especially the inno-
cent, and hope that you would intervene and bring peace and safety. 
-  We pray for families separated by continents, who may spend yet another 
year without their beloved husband, son, nephew, daughter, mother. 
-  We pray for the leaders of the United Nations, that they would lead in ways 
uncorrupted by power and self interest so that peace would come more 
quickly to our world. 
-  As you lead us through the changing seasons, may we remember places fac-
ing desertification, droughts, floods. Help us to think seriously about our con-
tribution in doing what we can to help reduce climate change. 
· We pray that every child can be warm, safe and fed and help us to fight 

child poverty, both in our society and in the world. We pray for all kinds 
of injustice, that justice will be worked for. 

 

Lord, let us be part of your body that reaches out to others. Glorify your name 
through us as you help us make a difference. The problems seem so big and 
we are so small. Lord, remind us that we are made stronger when we join with 
others so help us to do that. 
 

Our God, father, mother, sister, brother, all our faces are seen across the world. 
Across this land, help us to value and enjoy the diversity in your creation and 
in the human family. Help us to embrace one another and to allow your Spirit 
to transform and enrich us in these growing relationships. We pray for your 
grace to touch our lives in ways that bring us to life to work with you more ef-
fectively. Help each of us to know more clearly who we are and who you are, 
that all can be proud of being created in your image and trust your presence 
with us on our life journeys. Amen. 

The Changing Face of Britain & Ireland 
 

Prayer for RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 13 September 2009  
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Come Hell & High Water 
 

We are living one of the most catastrophic moments in the history of Western 
capitalism. Market values of up to 20% have been lost & will take years to  
recover. We are seeing this particularly in the areas of house prices &  
pensions. Here in the Southwest house repossessions are moving at a pace 
twice that of the rest of the country. (national increase of 62% repossessionsFSA)  
There is no way of calculating just how much has been lost because money is 
based on paper, not on tangibles such as labour & wages, commodity  
production, import prices etc. Despite that, some have calculated the loss at 
£1.6 trillion (Stamp Out Poverty). 

 

What we do know is that since the fall of Northern Rock the British taxpayer 
is deeply involved. He/she will cough up about £359 bn to keep the roulette 
whell spinning & Christmas bonuses paid.  The government, in our name, 
has nationalized & bailed out numerous banks & lending houses. Marx & 
Engels, who forcast the self-destruction of capitalism, must be dancing in the 
heavenly banquet halls. Will  traders & hedge fund managers get their  
comeuppance? No. The taxpayer is taking it for them. 

 

Not only is the taxpayer re-floating the financial system but the same  
taxpayer is involved in other government expenses: 

An annual military budget of £33bn 
The construction of two new aircraft carriers at a cost of £1.5 billion each 
The renewal of the Trident nuclear missile system at a cost of £20 billion. 

 

One can ask will there be government money for mortgage debt relief, relief 
for those in fuel poverty, for aid which we owe to the poor in justice and 
charity. 
 

I wonder if it is about time that we take a more critical look at our economic 
model & at ourselves. Capitalism has always been about winners & losers. 
We have been winning, reaping where we have not sown. On a global scale 
relief will not reach those we are coming to call “the bottom billion”. It will 
hardly affect the lives of another billion who live on the tier just above those 
on the bottom. It will however effect the deaths of millions of them. 
 

There is a widening gap between the rich & the poor. The current economic 
model benefits 0.01% of the population & increases the profits of  
transnational corporations & banks. These, of course, cannot function  
effectively without politicians willing to listen to their counsels & act on 
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their advice. Dwight D Eisenhower warned in 1958, as he was leaving  
office, of the rise of the military-industrial complex. Fifty years later that 
complex is part of the scenery. 

 

Since the era of Deng Xiaoping, Margaret Thatcher & Ronald Reagan (icons 
of our now critically exhausted globalization process), we have been living 
in an Age of Excess. We are struggling now with the challenge of passing to 
an Era of Living Simply. How we take on board the challenge will deter-
mine the fate of the poor of the earth, the healing of our wounded planet & 
our commitment to peace, to a world without war & nuclear weapons, with-
out depredation of the earth, without soul-destroying poverty. 
 

The systemic meltdown we are witnessing is closely related to other aspects 
of our planetary life.  The most obvious is the depletion of oil.  
Our oil-fuelled civilization was born around 1850 in western Pennsylvania 
& will end around 2050. A short 200 years. The Artic ice is melting faster 
than thought before. There may be a permanently clear passage within five 
to ten years. Rising sea levels will eradicate Maldives & Tuvalu. 
 

This is a time of hell & high water. Our bishops told us years ago that we are 
the first generation since Genesis able to destroy the earth. And we can do it 
atomically, biologically, chemically, environmentally or demographically. It 
would be easy to despair & to throw up our hands in surrender to the  
inevitable. Though there is no room for optimism there is always our  
stubborn hope, even in times of desperation, times in which to look into the 
abyss. 

 

Abbot Christopher Jamison urges us to return to the practice of the cardinal 
virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude & temperance. These were  
foundational practices of Greek Stoicism into which early Christianity  
inculturated. Exclusive focus on them, however, could make us a grim & 
self-righteous lot. They respond to a more ascetical view of religion. We 
should not lose sight of other values derived from our Jewish heritage:  
gratuity, celebration, Eucharistic joy & even a bit of gallows humour. 

 

We are not here to wallow in gloom & doom. We are sent for the life of the 
world, to do the Good News, to encourage ourselves & others, to give faith-
ful witness to the God who says in the silent depths of our souls,  

“Look, I am doing something new. Trust my words.” (Rev 21.6) 
Frank Regan 

 

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk for another thought provoking & inspiring article  
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The Tranquillity of  Order:  
Building  Peace in  Troubled  Times 

 
 

Report of talk  to NJPNby Tina Beattie,  Professor 
of  Catholic Studies at Roehampton University & and 
Senior Fellow in Crucible (Roehampton’s Centre for 

Human Rights, Social Justice and Citizenship) 
 

The word “crisis” is Greek in origin and signifies a 
time of opportunity as well as risk. How therefore might the present crisis in 
global finance be a graced moment for a new vision of justice rooted in new eco-
nomic order? This was a question posed by Tina Beattie in her talk at the NJPN 
Networking Day in Bristol. She sought to show how our Christian tradition offers 
us the resources to live as signs of hope in a world of injustice and violence, or in 
the words of St Augustine, to discover ‘the tranquility of order’ which peace of-
fers. This was put into the  
context of the cost and futility of war in terms of human lives, economic  
expenditure and the distortion of scientific endeavour in the of diversion of  
funding into military research, rather than the more urgent issues facing the 
planet. In the light of all this she suggested that “the single most revolutionary 
move the Catholic Church could make would be to make it as difficult for its 
followers to support war as it currently is for them to support abortion.” 
Pope John Paul II’s 1995 encyclical, Evangelium Vitae condemns the West’s 
“culture of death”, not only in relation to abortion and euthanasia, but to anything 
opposing life, e.g. torture, subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment, 
prostitution and trafficking. However, in 2004 the then Cardinal Ratzinger wrote 
to the Archbishop of Washington saying that “There may be legitimate diversity 
of opinion even among Catholics about waging war and applying the death  
penalty ...but not however with regard to abortion and euthanasia.” But we can 
stop short of absolute pacifism and still mount a very effective campaign of 
Catholic resistance to war, putting into practice what is already there in  
post-conciliar church teaching: Catholics could be forbidden to take part in the 
aggression of war but fulfil our duties as citizens by giving support in  
non-combatant roles. 
We should say that no Catholic can with a clear conscience work in or invest in 
the arms industry; Catholic politicians should be scrutinised for their attitudes to 
war. The military should not have access to Catholic schools for the purposes of 
recruitment; pupils should be made aware of the conflict between the Catholic 
faith and the politics of war; Pressure should be brought to bear on governments 
to channel resources into scientific projects for poverty reduction, the  
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environment etc. Military budgets should be targeted at peace-keeping not war 
making, including work towards a more robust and effective UN peace-keeping 
force. 
So, how can we bring about change in the world? Our means are limited, but 
we can do things in our own lives to “be the change I wish to see”, responding to 
the transformative vision of the world given us by Jesus. 
Tina described how she had gradually discovered the LiveSimply campaign to be 
“one of the richest and most sustaining visions ....in terms of Christian faith and 
its practical significance.” Using public transport, for example, creates spaces 
when the journey can simply be enjoyed. 
LiveSimply is “a form of personal spirituality which brings our innermost 
desires and struggles into harmony with our political visions for justice and 
peace...” 
The theology of Thomas Aquinas was another discovery which could help us 
“reconnect nature and grace, the word and the world.” For Aquinas, all creation is 
destined for eternal union and joy with God. The difference for human beings is 
that we are free to reject that vision. All human desires are a potential channel for 
grace; but when we fail to recognise God calling to us through them, they  
become distorted and lead to cravings which we cannot satisfy. 
Thus in our consumerist societies “we are experiencing the quiet despair of the 
human animal cut off from its source and purpose.” We are also social animals 
and need human institutions to foster the social means for human flourishing; but 
these too can become distorted, corrupt and unjust. 
Mary’s Magnificat provides us with a manifesto in which we can see God’s grace 
where others see only despair. We are called to inhabit the real world of Mary 
“which is woven together out of the fabric of ordinary lives, fragile, capable of 
great suffering as well as joy, dependent on the earth which nourishes us and the 
communities which sustain us, and always vulnerable to the unreal power of 
wealth,greed, corruption, oppression and violence”. That unreal world has been 
overthrown by her Son, revealing the tenderness and compassion of God.  
“This beautiful world is the world of our vulnerable, tender and compassionate 
God, made for our delight and enjoyment. 
We can become the change we wish to see, by enjoying the world more and 
consuming it less, by peacekeeping rather than warmaking, by the  
persistent, quiet determination to allow hope to flourish, and ultimately to 
overwhelm the despair of our times.” 
Chris Langley, Soldiers in the Laboratory: Military involvement in science and 
technology – and some alternatives, edited by Stuart Parkinson and Philip Web-
ber, published by Scientists for Global Responsibility (SGR), January 2005. 
Downloadable at www.sgr.org.uk/ArmsControl/Soldiers_in_Lab_Report.pdf 
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On the Road Together: A-Mazed by Migration 

 

31st National Justice and Peace Conference 17-19 July  
 

Defending migrant rights in the UK and challenging the racist British 
National Party (BNP) were two themes to emerge from this weekend’s 
annual National Justice and Peace Network Conference in Derbyshire. 
In a week that BNP leader Nick Griffin said that boats carrying illegal 
migrants to Europe should be sunk, more than 300 adults from Justice 
and Peace groups across England and Wales stressed the Gospel  
imperative to welcome the stranger. They listened to the stories of  
refugees and asylum seekers from Ethiopia, DR Congo, Zimbabwe, Iran 
and other countries who joined the gathering. Some called for the right 
to work in Britain, others for the voucher scheme to be scrapped. All 
called for their human dignity to be respected, in line with the Church’s 
Social Teaching.  
 

“We need a ministry of welcome and accompaniment” said Bishop  
Patrick Lynch, auxiliary in Southwark Diocese and the Bishop with  
pastoral responsibility for migrants. “And welcoming is more than  
saying ‘hello’” he added. The theme of migration was close to his heart, 
he said,  and he described the annual conference as “a great contribution 
towards building the kingdom of God”.  
 

Neil Jameson, executive director of the Citizens Organising Foundation 
and a lead organiser of the  Strangers into Citizens Campaign, spoke of 
the work to regularise undocumented 
workers. He suggested that the  
government’s present approach to 
around 750,000 such workers in the 
UK amounted to forcing people into 
destitution.     
Don Flynn of the Migrants  Rights  
Network called for faith groups, trade 
unions, citizens organisations and oth-
ers working on migration to come to-
gether to offer friendship and solidarity to 
migrants.   
Theologian Mary Grey suggested that 
Justice and Peace activists must continue building communities where 

Speakers at the conference  
Bishop Pat Lynch SSCC,  
Don Flynn, Mary Gray &  
Neil Jameson 
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migrants are respected. She also urged that the “push” factors in migra-
tion are addressed, such as unsustainable development, conflict and cli-
mate change. CAFOD and Progressio picked up on this in discussion 
groups.  
 

The Justice and Peace contacts in Westminster, Southwark and  
Brentwood dioceses, along with Housing Justice and the Jesuit Refugee 
Service were warmly thanked for organising this year’s conference. It 
provided its usual blend of lively analysis, theological reflection, good 
humour and creative liturgy. More than fifty youth and children, whose 
programmes ran simultaneously, prepared dramas and songs on the 
theme. An audio visual of the primary age group at the conference was 
cheered at the concluding liturgy before participants dispersed back to 
more than 20 participating dioceses. It showed British children playing 
alongside refugee children, producing artwork and praising God  
together.   

Ellen Teague  

The report On the road together: A-mazed by migration from the 
open space at the conference is on the F&J Commission page of the Di-
ocesan  website, or a paper copy can be borrowed from the F&J Office. 
If you would like to hear the talks given by the four speakers there is a 
CD  in the F&J office which can be borrowed.  

 

Advance Notice 
National Justice & Peace Network Conference 16th –18th July 2010 

Hayes Conference Centre Derbyshire 
Our Daily Bread—Food Security, People and Planet 

And will be organised by NJPN Environment Working Group & 
Lancaster Diocese Faith & Justice Commission 

 

Speakers include Shay Cullen SSC Preda Foundation, Philippines 
 Alastair McIntosh writer & justice campaigner 

 

Workshop leaders include Sarah Brown (Farm Crisis Network), B&E Echlin 
(CEL), Sean McDonagh SSC, Ashley Ralston (Better Tomorrows)  

Paul Whitehouse (Gangmasters’ Licensing Authority) 
Conference will present a “Big Food Debate”  

It is a privilege to be involved and hope many people from diocese will attend 
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Caritas in Veritate—Charity in Truth 
Pope Benedict XVI calls for people to be put back  

at the heart of economic systems 

 

CAFOD welcomes the timely publication of Pope Benedict XVI’s  
Encyclical – ‘Caritas in Veritate’. It comes at a crossroads for development, 
whereby years of progress in development could be lost through climate 
change and the global economic and financial crisis. 
The foundation for his encyclical is ‘love’, expressed in a call for social  
justice, solidarity and truth, which should be seen through the critical  
scrutiny of current social and economic systems. This follows in a strong 
tradition of Catholic social teaching. 
The real test of an economic system is to assess how the poor and  
vulnerable are faring. In the present economic crisis, the world's poor is  
being hit the hardest. 
Today, there is a global crisis of food, fuel, finance and climate, presenting 
major challenges to the ability of the world’s poorest people to survive with 
dignity. The bottom billion people are now not only resource-poor, but  
hungry too. 
The Pope says it is an ethical imperative to ‘feed the hungry’. His  
Encyclical calls for economic development being able to produce real 
growth that is ‘...of benefit to everyone and genuinely sustainable’. 
He is sharply critical of the present economic system that divides the  
market from the state, downplays ethical concerns and detaches social and 
economic life from human decision makers. 
He challenges the idea that economics follows its own deterministic laws. 
Instead, he presses for an economic approach that challenges those in 
power to act out their responsibility by addressing the needs of the least 
privileged persons and nations. 
He says: "Life in many poor countries is till extremely insecure as a  
consequence of food shortages, and the situation could become worse…" 
With regard to the environment, he reminds us that: "The environment is 
God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it, we have a responsibility  
towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a 
whole." 
Words that world leaders need to listen to as they prepare to meet for talks 
on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December. 
Above all his encyclical stresses the need for a holistic understanding of the 
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 Captain Noah and his wife travelled along the Leeds to Liverpool canal in 
June, unfortunately this did not go through our diocese but would like to share a 
report for one of the days from  CAFOD Leeds  

We had a great day yesterday sailing into Leeds where we stopped at Armley 
Mills. Armley Primary school year 6 brought their hand messages to Gordon 
Brown and stuck them onto the barge. They chatted to Noah and told him all the 
things they were doing in school already. They promised to spread the word 
about the summit in December and get people to take action. 
There is a parents group that has just been set up by one of the mums to think 
about the environment and act. Noah thought this was wonderful and we should 
spread the idea. We also received in the post all of year 7's 'hands' from St John 
Fisher High School in Dewsbury so we put them on the barge too. 
We were then joined by winners of a climate justice quiz that St. Philip's  
Middleton had held. They were able to tell Noah about their activities and they 
were keen to learn how climate change is affecting CAFOD's partners. We got 
into quite a discussion about cyclone shelters and all the things CAFOD is doing 
to support partners affected by climate change. They gave Noah posters they had 
made describing what they were doing. They also promised to fill in the  
livesimply July diary and email Noah each week.                    ‘ 

human being as having both material and spiritual needs, so that the goods 
of economic life are not detached from a new moral vision for the future 

Copies of the Encyclical – ‘Caritas in Veritate’ available from Margaret at 
the Faith & Justice Office or the document can be downloaded in English 
from the Vatican website www.vatican.va  
Progressio have produced a booklet of reflections on the Encyclical,  For the 
Common Good  which can be ordered by the tel: 02073540883 or the web-
site www.progressio.org.uk   
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Vulnerable Migrant Workers:  
The Responsibility of Business - 

New ECCR report  reveals the down-side of flexible labour 

 
 

Migrant workers fill many agency, seasonal and temporary jobs 
in the UK and Ireland. But, according to a new report by the Ecumenical Council 
for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR), they remain vulnerable to very low pay, 
over-long hours, poor health and safety conditions, workplace discrimination and 
other forms of injustice. 
The report reveals the vulnerability of migrant workers in areas of the domestic 
economy where low-skilled flexible labour is concentrated: care, cleaning,  
construction, hospitality and catering, and food production, manufacturing and  
retail. The report compares the policies and practices of nine food production,  
manufacturing and supermarket companies towards migrant workers, particularly 
in their supply chains.  

 

ECCR’s report highlights the need for companies to: recognise the potential  
vulnerability of migrant, temporary and agency workers; implement effective 
codes of conduct for suppliers; increase awareness of rights among all workers; 
and strengthen monitoring and audits. 

 Full report and executive summary available to download at www.eccr.org.uk  

Stop Arming Israel campaign victory 
After months of pressure the UK government has announced it is revoking five 
arms licences to Israel in light of the assault on Gaza earlier this year. The revoked 
licences are for components for warships used by the Israeli army during the  
attack on Gaza, which left over 1,400 Palestinians dead. Earlier this year, Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband announced a review of arms exports to Israel.  
It is believed that Britain is the first country in the world to revoke an arms 
licence in response to the war on Gaza. 
While this marks an important step, the UK revoked only five out of a total 182 
licences for arms exports. By selling arms to Israel the UK is giving direct  
material support for Israel's aggression and sending a clear message of approval 
for its actions. It was recently revealed that in the first nine months of last year 
Britain licensed the sale of military equipment to Israel worth £27 million. 
The British government has repeatedly admitted it does not accept Israeli  
assurances that British arms will not be deployed in the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. Stop Arming Israel Campaign is calling for an immediate two way 
arms embargo against Israel: the UK government spends millions of pounds 
each year buying arms from Israeli companies which have been ‘tested' in the 
laboratory of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
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Press for a Carbon Reduction Fund 
If your council takes action to tackle climate change it will: boost the local econ-
omy; Create jobs  Slash your fuel bills. 
Taking serious action now to cut carbon emissions is the way to avoid: Worsen-
ing floods and droughts ; rising food prices  economic instability across the UK.  
Councils have a big say in how we heat and power our homes and how we get 
around.  One way they can cut emissions is by reducing local traffic. But na-
tional Government needs to help them find more money to: 
improve public transport make it safer to walk and cycle.   
Transport and environment groups want the Department for Transport to  create a 
Carbon Reduction Fund.  

Press for change  
Ask the new Transport Secretary Lord Adonis for a Carbon Reduction Fund.  
 Write Lord Adonis at   Department of Transport, Great Minster House, 76 
Marsham Street London SW10 4DR  or Email:andrew.adonis@dft.qsi.gov.uk    
Ask him to introduce a new £5bn Carbon Reduction Fund for transport.  
To meet our climate change targets we urgently need to cut transport emissions. 
Technological measures such as greener cars are essential, but not enough on 
their own. We also have to change how people travel. 
The Department for Transport must make tackling climate change its priority. It 
must create a Carbon Reduction Fund to make sure measures to tackle climate 
change get the funding they need.  This would reallocate £5 billion over the next 
decade from the Transport Innovation Fund. It would support measures to give 
people better travel choices and information.   
A wide range of bodies, including local authorities, could bid for money.  
Please ask him to introduce the fund as part of  his Carbon Reduction  
Strategy for transport, due next month.  

South African Wine 
The women workers with  trade union  Sikhula Sonke, protested over pay and  
conditions in the country's vineyards & fruit farms in a demonstration outside the 
parliament in Cape Town on 29 July. The UK buy almost a third of all South  
African wine and 80% of this is sold by supermarkets. Workers in South Africa's 
wine industry have suffered worsening conditions as UK retailers & wine  
brokers drive down prices to boost profits. Regulation by the UK Government is 
possible : last year the Competition Commission recommended a new watchdog 
to oversee the relationship between UK supermarkets and their suppliers. The  
so-called ‘Big 4' -- Tesco, Sainsbury's, Asda and Morrisons -- oppose its creation 
Support the women workers, ask the Government to act on the recommendations 
of the Competition Commission  find out more visit www.waronwant.org.uk 
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LET’S CELEBRATE the amazing news that by the end of 
summer 2009. Cadbury’s Dairy Milk bars can be a part of 
our diet again. 
Two years ago, STOP THE TRAFFIK met with  
Cadbury and was told that a fair-trade Cadbury’s bar was 
impossible and impracticable. Now we hope / look  
forward to their policy being adopted across their  
entire product range. 

 
 

SOME CONSIDERATIONS  
regarding the use of ETHANOL FUEL 
 
 
 
 
 
In Australia 90% of ethanol is made from wheat.  
How will this affect the availability of wheat flour for basic foods?  
What will happen to the price of bread and other basic wheat goods? 
 There is no evidence (as of Feb.2009) that the blended fuel is better for the 
environment than undiluted petrol. 
Ethanol fuel has been proven to be 2.8% less efficient than pure petrol.  
It has low energy content so even if the manufacturing of the fuel is slightly 
cheaper, the lower efficiency rating will negate the perceived financial  
advantage. (Br Jay Too SVB) 
We need to be aware of the effects upon our society, as well as that of  
starving developing countries. 
Jiminy Cricket News Sisters of Mercy West Perth Congregation 3/09 

One of our Commission members, Sr Anthony Macdonald spent a number of 
years in Perth Australia. The Sisters of Mercy West Perth Congregation  
produced a J&P newsletter called Jiminy Cricket News which Sr Anthony 
still receives, these are two little pieces from the last edition, environment & 
fair-trade. Often we can forget that we campaigning with others, making our 
voices much stronger. 
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GM FOODS 
A working document for this Autumn’s synod of Bishops for Africa says 
using genetically modified crops risks: ruining small landowners, abolish-
ing traditional methods of seeding and making farmers dependent on the 
production companies selling their genetically modified seeds. 
The document says no one should overlook the real agricultural problems 
on the continent, which include a lack of arable land, water, energy, local 
markets and infrastructure for transporting products. Africa Action Sheet    

Caste Discrimination in the UK 
 

Voice of Dalit International (VODI), are campaigning against Caste-based 
Discrimination which exists within the South Asian diaspora in the UK. 
Dalits (former Untouchables), face discrimination in all area’s of life; 
from the playground, university, workplace, place of worship to the day to 
day social life. 
There exists an ongoing struggle for Caste to be included in the remit of 
the Single Equality Bill to be legislated by UK Parliament. Whilst a num-
ber of MP’s including Jeremy Corbyn (Islington), Virendra Sharma 
(Ealing, Southall) and Rob Marris (Wolverhampton South West) are in-
volved, more support is needed for the campaign to outlaw Caste Dis-
crimination in the UK to be successful  

 

Caste Discrimination is a controversial issue, being culturally embedded it 
can be difficult to recognise, yet it marginalises and excludes people. Anti-
discriminatory laws exist on other forms of discrimination that people 
face, so Caste Discrimination should be no exception when it severely af-
fects people in their daily lives. 

VODI has initiated the formation of CasteWatchUK, a community led or-
ganisation to take up the issue in UK. We have recently received support 
from the Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ). We look forward 
to developing this relationship to other Church groups and working to-
gether closely to eliminate Caste Discrimination in the UK. 
 

We urge you to tell others about this Human Rights issue and write to 
your local MP and request that they support the inclusion of Caste 
Discrimination in the Single Equality Bill.  

 

Help us make this crucial step to cast out Caste Discrimination! 
Tina from VODI  
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PHONES FOR JUSTICE  
Recycle your old mobile phone and raise money for NJPN   To claim the 

trade in value and donate £3 to NJPN:- Or donate the total value to 
NJPN:- -Log on to www.justice-and-peace.org.uk and follow the link to            

envirocharities  to find out about a collection point to send in your 
phone:- Or to become a local collector:--Contact the Office for details: 

020 7901 4864, admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
St Annes-on-the Sea  FY8 1 UL 

 

A series of monthly talks on Social Justice  
 

1st October.   John Battle M.P.   
     “The global is now local.” 
5thNovember.   Susie Brouard   
     “Option for the poor.” 
3rd December.         Fr. Joe Brown S.D.B.  
     “Good News in our world today.” 
4th February 2010.  Francis Davis.   
     “Britain in Crisis: a Christian Response.” 
4th March.    Bruce Kent.  
     “Steps towards the abolition of War.” 
15th April.              Archbishop Peter Smith   
     “The Common Good.” 

 

7:30 pm  in Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish Centre 
(except 3rd December, when the venue is primary school). 

Film to look out for: The Yes Men Fix the World 
Besides covering the Yes Men's daring hoaxes, the film investigates and 
attacks the blind worship of the free market that has led so many  
corporations and government agencies to put profits before people  

�

��
������ : Hell & High Water Climate Change, Hope & the Human 
Condition Alastair McIntosh Pub Birlinn  £8.99 An engrossing journey 
through myth, philosophy, literature as well as science of the planet today 
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Resources 

and follow the link to            

Catholic Social Teaching Page on NJPN website 
www.justice-and-peace.org.uk 

The Catholic Social Teaching page includes: The NJPN Resource on CST, 
giving  an  overview and analysis of the subject; A list of key    documents 
in Catholic Social Teaching; The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace; Links to some of 
the key encyclicals and statements. 
An invaluable tool to deepen your own understanding and to underpin your 
work—check it out today!  

Global Catholicism Diversity & Change since Vatican II by Ian Linden 
Pub. C.Hurst & Co £14.99 The book charts the complex history of the 
forces of renewal unleashed by Vatican II & the counter forces that gathered 
in the last half century. It focuses on changes that had a wider historical im-
portance than the internal evolution of the Catholic Church as a religious or-
ganisation. 

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine by Ilan Pappe Oneworld Publications 
Ltd £9.99 According to John Pilger he is Israel’s bravest, most principled, 
most incisive historian. He now teaches history at Exeter University. 

Scripture, Culture & Agriculture by Ellen Davis pub. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press £14.99 The book examines the theology & ethics of land use, es-
pecially the practices of modern industrialised agriculture, in light of criti-
cal biblical exegsis. 

Blue Print for a Safer Planet by Nicholas Stern pub. Bodley Head £16.99 
His report on climate change created shock waves in 2006, he has now re-
vised his assessment & concludes that things may in fact be worse than he 
first predicted. 

Operation Noah: Get Your Church to Act a church action Starter Pack 
for churches interested in climate change issues downloaded from: 
www.operationnoah.org 
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diary...diary...diary...diary...diary...diary... 

For next edition please send articles by  15th September 09  

To: Margaret McSherry, Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission, 
St Bernadette’s Parish House, Bowerham Road, Lancaster, LA1 4HT 
 

From   _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Please let me know if any of the details of your address are wrong and inform me if 
you move house.) 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF ____ TO THE COST OF THE 
PRODUCTION AND MAILING 
(Please make cheques payable to Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission) 
 

I would like details of how to contribute by gift aid        (tick if appropriate) 

September 
13  Racial Justice Sunday CARJ Tel:020 8802 8080 
21  Global Cease Fire Day Tel: 0207456 9180 
26  Celebrating Together Windermere p.17 
October 
1  CST  John Battle M.P. The global is now local OLSOS St Annes 
2  CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
12-18 Global Debt Week jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk 
16-18 Stand up & Take Action standagainstpoverty.org 
17  F&J CAFOD Conference Lancaster Univ Chaplaincy p.2 
18  Diocesan Mass for Racial Justice 3:00 pm St Ignatius Preston p.4 
18-25 One World Week oneworldweek.org  
18-25 Week of Prayer for World Peace  
24  United Nations Day unmeditation.org 
November 
5  CST Susie Brouard Option for the poor OLSOS St Annes 
December 
3  CST Fr Joe Brown SDB.Good News in our world today OLSOS 
5  Stop Climate Chaos Rally London transport see page 1 


